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Public Health Inspection 

is a service of the 

KELSEY TRAIL HEALTH  
REGION 

 
For more information about this or other services  

of the Kelsey Trail Health Region  

contact the Regional Office at 

(306) 873-6600 or visit our website 

www.kelseytrailhealth.ca 

 
 

Provincial Health Line—24 hour health advice 
 

 

If you or anyone handling a 

discarded needle accidentally 

puncture the skin, immediately 

seek medical attention.  Visit the 

Emergency department at your 

local hospital or your Family 

Physician’s clinic office 

immediately. 

For further information, contact: 

 

Kelsey Trail Health Region 

Community Health Services 

Public Health  

 

Melfort Area 

306-752-6310 

 

Nipawin Area 

306-862-7235 or 306-862-7238 

 

Tisdale Area 

306-873-8282 

 



 

 

Used and discarded needles (referred to as 

sharps) should be considered potentially 

dangerous. They may accidentally penetrate 

the skin and cause injury or disease if 

handled improperly.  This presents a greater 

risk to children. 

 

Children should be taught NOT to touch or 

pick-up discarded needles.  Children should 

be instructed to inform an adult who will 

oversee the proper disposal of needles that 

have been carelessly discarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the majority of needles and syringes 

are used in Medical and Veterinary facilities 

which follow regulated and approved 

methods of handling and disposal, 

occasionally a carelessly discarded needle 

may be discovered in a public area such as a 

roadway, parking lot or park. 

Safe Needle Disposal 

 

 Take precautions against skin 

penetration by wearing heavy leather 

gloves and using pliers. 

 

 Place discarded needles in a container 

that cannot be pierced by the needle (a 

glass bottle, coffee tin, etc.) 

 

 Pick the needle up by the end that is 

not sharp and always keep the sharp 

end away from your body. 

 

 Do not attempt to put the cap back on 

the needle.  Many injuries have 

resulted from attempts to do this. 

 

 Place the needle and the cap in the 

container and seal it. 

 

 Wash your hands thoroughly. 

 

 Store the container safely out of the 

reach of children.    

 

 Put the container in the outdoor 

garbage receptacle on garbage pick-

up day. 

 

 

Your local hospital or pharmacy may accept 

used needles for 

disposal but always 

contact them first.  In 

an isolated incident, 

the container holding 

the needle can be 

deposited into an 

ordinary garbage 

receptacle that is 

regularly emptied.  

The puncture resistant 

container should 

prevent any accidental injury to the garbage 

handler. 

 

Your local Town or Village office should 

also be notified of the location of a discarded 

needle in a public area so that they may 

immediately arrange for the proper collection 

and disposal of it. 

 

All municipal offices have been notified of 

special precautions in the handling of 

discarded needles when collecting waste for 

disposal. 


